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The United Nations has recently condemned an unpreceden-
ted increase in violence directed at environmental rights de-
fenders, particularly in Latin America. The environment 
struggle and the defence of territory against extrac-
tivism processes, which are often carried out by European 
public-private business consortiums, end up being the last line 
of defence to stop environmental erosion that is threatening 
the entire world and in particular the places where it is taking 
place. Moreover, this goes hand in hand with exacerbating 
inequality. The countries most affected by the deterioration of 
the environment are often the ones who least benefit from the 
resulting gains, which end up being channelled towards the 
global north. 

In this conference, we want to offer a space to give a voice to 
organisations that work using non-violence in the struggle 
for land and territories, as well as offer a place for acade-
mic and institutional reflection to deepen the knowledge 
offered by environmental rights defenders. Additionally, the 
importance of defending territory in order to avoid its deterio-
ration should be highlighted and analyse the co-responsibility 
that we have in this destruction. 



INSTITUTIONAL PRESENTATIONS

 JORGE JARILLO - Catalan Refugee Aid Commission

 PAOLA SANTOS - Diverse Migrant Women

 SONIA HERRERA - Taula per Mèxic

ROUND TABLE: Forced displacement and community resistance with a 
gender perspective

 SARA LÓPEZ - Representative of the Regional Indigenous and Popular   
 Council of Xpujil, Mexico

 JAVIER ROURA - ProtectDefenders.eu: Internation Protection  
 mechanisms

 MARIA DOLORES RIVERA - Representative of the National Association for  
 Protected Farmlands, Colombia

ROUND TABLE: Voluntary migration? The underlying reasons for  
internal and external displacement in Mesoamerica

 REYNALDO DOMINGUEZ I JUANA ZUÑIGA - Representatives of the  
 Municipal Committee for the Defence of Common and Public Assets of Tocoa  
 (CMDBCP), Honduras

 BEATRIZ FELIPE - Academic representative of the Centre for Environmental  
 Law Studies of Tarragona (CEDAT), URV

 TOMMY MORENO - Honduran journalist who suffered environmental  
 rights violations

Violations of Environmental Rights and Forced Displacement in  
Colombia, Honduras and Mexico: PRESENTATION OF THE  
OBSERVATIONS ON ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS
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Disclaimer: “The Catalan Refugee Aid Commission is exclusively responsible for the contents of this document and solely 
expresses the opinions of those speakers who have participated.”



JORGE JARILLO - Catalan Refugee Aid  
Commission 

Welcome to the international conference “Violation and 
the defence of environmental rights in Latin America: 
the destruction of the environment, forced displacement 
and the defence of land and territories”, which falls wi-
thin the framework of the project The right to asylum 
and activism in defence of human rights in the Mesoa-
merican and Andean regions. This has the aim of giving 
visibility to the consequences of structural and gender 
inequalities in the current climate emergency situation. 

This project is financed by the Catalan Cooperation 
Agency for Development´s call for projects, in collabo-
ration with Taula per Mèxic and Diverse Migrant Wo-
men, a strategic alliance for its realisation. 

The advocacy, reception and awareness related to the 
defenders of the global south and the defence of funda-
mental and inherent rights has had a great boost from 
institutions, entities, social movements and civil society 
in general, as well as the local peoples, associations 
and entities that accompany them in the fight. 

Initiatives such as the Catalan program for the protec-
tion of human rights defenders and “Ciutats Defen-
sores de Drets Humans”, which 28 city councils and 
supra-municipal entities participate in, help to reinforce 
advocacy work and the creation of international support 
networks for human rights defenders who temporarily 
visit Catalonia. These networks are very enriching on 
a personal level and significant on a global level. How 
can the individual experiences of defenders be elevated 
to a more community level? 

It is crucial to mention that, often, when the defenders 
return to their territories, they find a more aggravated si-
tuation as a result of their advocacy work and the inter-
national support networks made in Catalonia. Violence 
can be triggered by agents who violate rights, such as 
transnational corporations with capital from the global 
north and Spain, from organized crime and, directly or 
indirectly, from governments. 

The main objectives of the conference are to make visi-
ble the relationship between the violations of the global 
south and to raise awareness of the co-responsibility of 
governments, companies and citizens of the global nor-
th, from their privileged position. We will discover that 

a Colombian people who are defending a river, sacred 
in their worldview, is actually fighting so that all people 
can enjoy these natural resources: a local fight with a 
global impact. 

Environmental violations are not recognised as a rea-
son to apply for international protection and information 
on internal and external displacement caused by them 
is practically undocumented. CRAC questions the vo-
luntary nature of such migrations known as “economic” 
ones, because they cover up many other violations. 
Therefore, it wants to promote the documentation of 
these cases and advocacy from Catalonia in close co-
llaboration with the Mesoamerican and Andean regions. 

The violation of environmental rights has no borders. 
Insomuch as we empathise with the reality of the global 
south, we will be able to guarantee human rights for all.

 

1. INSTITUTIONAL PRESENTATIONS 
First Conference Day, 16th December



PAOLA SANTOS - Diverse Migrant Women 

The association Diverse Migrant Women is involved in 
political advocacy condemning the situation in Hondu-
ras from Barcelona. It came about as a result of recog-
nising the violations of human and labour rights that are 
suffered in housework and care, the precariousness 
and intersectional discrimination of gender, class and 
immigration status with the aim of influencing institu-
tions in the defence of rights 

With a strong belief in networking, Diverse Migrant Wo-
men embraces the global chain of care, not only in Eu-
rope but also in the territories of origin, where other wo-
men care for the families of those who have migrated. 

Many women, having suffered forced displacement 
and without calling themselves defenders of the terri-
tory, find themselves in their destination with a subtle 
criminalisation and an immigration law that makes them 
invisible for three years. As a result, they are assigned 
to precarious jobs where rights are violated, and emo-
tional blackmail is experienced. There is psychological 
and physical abuse and sexual harassment. Their own 
migratory status is used against them. 

One of the objectives of the organisation is for the go-
vernment to ratify Convention 189 in order to have the 
right to unemployment benefits, a social guarantee that 
domestic and care workers do not have even with do-
cumentation, as well as other permits that they cannot 
currently enjoy. 

Without community work to recognise this situation, 
the body and the memories, fatigue and illness will con-
tinue, so that many years later, having achieved eco-
nomic stability, migrant women have to question their 
quality of life once again. That is why the association 
seeks community reinforcement with attitudes exempt 
from patriarchal education and capitalism, based on the 
values of life and care.

 

SONIA HERRERA - Taula per Mèxic

Taula per Mèxic was founded in the spring of 2016, ten 
years after former Mexican President Felipe Calderón 
started the war on drug trafficking with disastrous con-
sequences that are still being experienced today. The 
entity is made up of people concerned with social in-
justice (corruption, violence, impunity and exclusion) 
and the defence of human rights in Mexico, where the 
deterioration of democracy is evident despite the little 
documented data, which is merely the tip of the iceberg. 

Networking is essential to challenge the international 
community from the vantage point of research, analysis, 
dissemination, temporary shelter programs and cultural 
activities, not only to condemn the violence, but also to 
offer hope and resistance. 

Taula per Mèxic also works towards the recognition of 
forced displacement for environmental reasons in ter-
ms of International Protection, with special emphasis 
on the gender and feminist perspective, given that the 
majority of defenders are women.



SARA LÓPEZ - Representative of the  
Regional Indigenous and Popular Council  
of Xpujil, Mexico 

In Campeche (Yucatan), a struggle has been going on 
for more than 15 years. The objective is to defend life 
and the territory, including water, land, fauna and flora, 
and the right to electricity in the face of high electricity 
rates (this is considered to be a basic right). 

The federal government promoted one of the so-called 
“megaprojects of death”: The Mayan Train. Without 
prior, free and informed consultation, the communities 
mobilised prior to the advancement of the project and 
gathered information to identify the social, economic 
and cultural impacts that the train could have on the 
country. 

Although faith in the institutions was lacking, a com-
plaint was filed against the project concerning the 
effects on indigenous communities and the lack of con-
sultation based on Convention 169 of the International 
Labour Organisation on indigenous and tribal peoples. 
The provisional suspension of the project was granted, 
a fact that was received as a victory for the defence of 
the territory and so many communities joined the fight. 
Nonetheless, forced evictions of families who would 
have to migrate were not avoided and they took ad-
vantage of the restrictions of the pandemic to start the 
megaproject. 

This is how the territorial dispossession of the com-
munities began. Land was bought under the presen-
ce and threat of the security forces who were involved 
in cases of kidnapping and murder. The communities 
would make public complaints, seeking the support of 
the international community, but the government would 
get many to withdraw their signatures in exchange for 
money. 

The Calakmul nature reserve, a biosphere that is one of 
the lungs of the world, is affected by the Mayan Train 
project. Given the complaints against the project due 
to environmental impacts and forced evictions, it was 
possible to change the route of the tracks, saving some 
municipalities. However, the project continues and 
many houses along its route have been deserted.

In addition to the territorial loss, there will be a cultu-
ral dispossession of the communities´ languages, their 

clothing and methods of subsistence. The megapro-
ject envisions the construction of development posts, 
where many people will arrive and generate waste. And 
where will this go? It is a devastating project that will 
destroy the towns in favour of the investments of trans-
national companies, including Spanish ones, which the 
Mexican government supports. These settlements in 
the territory dramatically increase the levels of air, water 
and soil pollution, increasing cancer cases due to the 
concentration of chemicals. 

In the face of opposition, defenders are disqualified as 
being “conservatives”, who are against development, 
although what they really want is to defend life for all. 
It is essential for organisations and civil society to fight 
together in the defence of territory and life, to achieve a 
world in which many worlds fit.

2. ROUND TABLE: forced displacement and 
community resistance with a gender  
perspective



JAVIER ROURA - ProtectDefenders.eu:  
International Protection mechanisms

ProtectDefenders is a mechanism of the European 
Union for the protection of human rights defenders, a 
positive example of the fruit that international solidarity 
can bear. It is called a mechanism because it combines 
instruments, programs and resources, generates allian-
ces and articulates civil society with 12 international 
NGOs that are active in all the countries of the world. 
They have specific experience in the defence and pro-
tection of defenders.

The project has the autonomy to define its priorities as 
well as having flexibility and adaptability to the specific 
situations of different countries and peoples. Further-
more, it does not depend on political criteria, nor eco-
nomic or military interests in order to mobilise. 

ProtectDefenders especially focuses on communities 
in vulnerable situations, weighing up the risk of crimi-
nalisation and threats, and on those who defend speci-
fic causes such as land, the environment, women, the 
LGTBIQ+ collective and other intersectional violations 
that aggravate the situation. 

It also focuses on the most dangerous contexts such as 
war zones and open conflict, where deep inequalities 
exist. Every year intervention in 30 or 40 countries is 
considered, including Mexico and Colombia since the 
project started in 2015. 

It is vital to mention that the resources available, even 
though it is the largest mechanism in the world for the 
protection of defenders, are scarce for how critical the 
reality of the legitimate defence of rights is. ProtectDe-
fenders facilitates emergency grants that are tailored to 
the expressed needs of individuals and communities, 
offering medical and legal support, and providing family 
and personal support measures. It also subsidises com-
munities and associations without requiring any type of 
status from the entities, prioritising those that operate 
in a more complicated context with difficult access to 
funding or in areas with a conflictive administration. 

Temporary relocation programs are carried out all over 
the world that allow people to get away from a situation 
of risk, offering support, training, networking and inclu-
sion activities to then be able to return to their place of 
origin with international support. This does not invol-
ve a great change of culture. A program that is com-
plemented by the pilot project called Initiative-Refuge 
facilitates this return and offers more security through 
international visibility. 

On the ground, work is being done to facilitate access 
to information and provide digital security while giving 
direct support in demonstrations and trials, for example. 
Specific missions of judicial observation, advocacy and 
investigation are also carried out. 

Intervention programs with a gender perspective are al-
ready an intrinsic part of the mechanism, making use of 
gender strategies that at a practical level are exhibited in 
the assessment of risks and the search for effective pro-
tection channels, taking into account all gender elements. 

After more than six years working around the world, the 
balance shows that the situation is not improving. The 
defence of rights is riskier, and defenders are labelled 
and criminalised in many regions. The year 2021 has 
been the worst. Although ProtectDefender programs 
can have positive impacts on the protection of fami-
lies and individuals, the situation of insecurity is wor-
sening. Murders, administrative repression and judicial 
harassment are on the rise and the pandemic has pla-
ced them in an even more vulnerable situation, in the 
health and in the socioeconomic field. Authoritarianism, 
populism, militarisation and extremism have grown, ha-
ving a strong impact on communities that operate on 
the fringes of society with more difficulties in accessing 
food and health. 

Latin America is the most dangerous territory for the 
those defending the land and the environment. Women 
defenders are censored and detained, inhibiting their 
communication and work. For example, in Guatemala 
the system is full of corporate interests that allow the 
wildest extractivism, seizing socioeconomic structu-
res and judicial and police systems are corporate we-
apons. The same is true in Honduras, Colombia and 
Nicaragua, where civil society is becoming undone and 
international organisations are being expelled in the 
face of greater militarisation. Local situations illustrate 
the trend of a common pattern of deterioration, a pes-
simistic scenario against which it is necessary to con-
tinue fighting through international solidarity programs, 
taking advantage of the online space to campaign in 
order to help raise global awareness. It is not a good 
time to try to have government and institutional support, 
but what we do have is the support of civil society to 
move forward.



MARIA DOLORES RIVERA - Representative 
of the National Association for Protected  
Farmlands (ANZORC), Colombia

Maria Dolores Rivera is the first member of the National 
Association for Protected Farmlands (ANZORC), vice 
president of the Foundation for the Defence of Human 
Rights and International Humanitarian Law of eastern 
and central Colombia and is also on the board of di-
rectors of Women for Peace, which promotes feminism 
in rural communities that fight for the defence of land, 
territory and environmental rights. 

The defender has suffered five attacks and has been 
forcibly displaced seven times, despite the peace pro-
cess in Colombia. The last attack took place in 2017, 
even with the protection of the Basque and Catalan 
governments, who spoke out and made the Colombian 
government consider the risks. The situation in Colom-
bia is terrible for youth, women, defenders, social lea-
ders and for people in the process of reincorporating 
the pact between the FARC and the government. Be-
ing an environmental leader is a death penalty. 

The national parks of Tinigua, Macarena, Yaguare and 
Sumapaz are of great natural wealth. The indigenous 
communities and the farmers who have lived there sin-
ce before the parks were formalised remain there, after 
a hard fight having their rights recognised. While the 
people have always been open to dialogue, during the 
national strike there were many disappearances and 
murders. The problem in Colombia has always been re-
lated to the possession of land, because the best land 
has always been owned by local farmers and the indi-
genous communities.

In conflict zones, defenders and social leaders are stig-
matised and classified as “guerrillas”. The communities 
that live inside the natural parks are coerced, and the 
landowners, transnationals and megaprojects, can cut 
down more than 500 hectares in the parks without any 
consequence. Defender Gracey Alexandra Perilla was 
captured a year ago with no possibility of release despi-
te the evidence of her innocence presented by lawyers. 
In addition, a 72-year-old woman and her grandson, 
who lived in the village of La Esperanza, were surprised 
by a helicopter that came to arrest them at dawn, and 
finally house arrest was agreed upon. 

In the municipality of La Macarena, a public hearing 
was held last September to assess the environmental 
problem with more than 50 social organisations that 
work on the cause. Senators, prosecutors, the UN and 
other institutions participated. Although the event had 
a certain hopeful media repercussion against environ-
mental destruction, the morning of the following day 
four peasant family homes would be burned, and the 
indigenous governor captured. 

The recruitment of minors is very worrying. It is an immi-
nent and constant danger. In fact, many minors lost their 
lives in a recent bombing. The persecution of women 
has worsened even more than during drug conflicts, 
with rapes taking place in broad daylight. In Colombia, 
it appears that the conflict is only due to the FARC, but 
this is not the case. There are many other actors. 

Human rights defenders call for true social justice. 
However, giving visibility to this reality can have serious 
consequences. The Colombian resources that are allo-
cated to the organisations almost never arrive, so they 
try to access international aid to move forward. Hu-
man rights defenders and refugees place a great deal 
of trust in the work of Spanish organisations and pro-
grams, especially in the ambits of territory and refuge. 

The areas of protected farmlands are under a territorial 
order whereby extensive livestock farming, logging or 
burning, and growing illicit crops, are not allowed. That 
is why ANZORC continues to work so that they are 
restricted, although it is very difficult from a legal point 
of view. The association also fights against the cultiva-
tion of coca, aware that it fulfils the needs of the people 
due to the abandonment of the State with respect to 
farming communities, the lack of social investment and 
infrastructure for the commercialization of the products 
they could produce, since there is difficulty in acces-
sing these communities by road.

The new elections in Colombia leave in doubt whether 
those ANZORC people with seats in some depart-
ments will be able to continue carrying out their work 
and giving voice to the interests of indigenous and far-
ming communities as well as protecting people in rein-
corporation processes.

 



REYNALDO DOMINGUEZ AND JUANA  
ZUÑIGA - Representatives of the Municipal 
Committee for the Defence of Common and 
Public Assets of Tocoa (CMDBCP), Honduras 

Reynaldo Domínguez is part of the Municipal Commi-
ttee for the Defence of Common and Public Assets of 
Tocoa fighting in the defence of water, the Guapinol 
River and the forests of this region of Honduras. 

The communities are going through hard times. The 
State has granted 200 hectares of open-pit mining in 
the Botaderos Carlos Escaleras National Park, a pro-
tected area. In its defence, the people have risen up to 
fight against extractivism projects that only seek profit, 
while the communities are evicted from places where 
they have been living for more than 100 years. 

Extractivism projects pollute water, destroy forests, kill 
entire ecosystems and put populations in danger. At 
first, the Committee had to confront the businessman 
who threatened the waters of the Guapinol river, sedi-
mented for seven months. As a result, it was impossi-
ble to use, even though it is a source of supply for the 
communities. The same happened with the San Pedro 
River, where it was impossible to use the water for 8 
months. On its shore, a stone and iron crusher opera-
tes, leaving all its waste. 

The area, supposedly protected since 2012, has been 
granted to companies with a large number of illegali-
ties and corruption, with false documents, bribing the 
public officials who grant them, not only in this area 
but throughout the country. This has brought a lot of 
violence to the communities who have been against 
the lack of prior, free and informed consultation. The 
Public Ministry has responded with illegal complaints 
and unjust deprivation of liberty, and a murder in April 
2015. A sanction has been imposed on the administra-
tion by a team of lawyers so that the public trial does 
not take place. After a request to present evidence by 
the court, the Public Ministry did not provide it and, ins-
tead, condemned those who defended the Guapinol 
River with yet another crime, sending a clear message 
to the communities who are fighting against the tide. 

The framework of the system where judges, prosecu-
tors, entities and companies are involved favours the 
businessman, who wants to lead the national park to 
its destruction. 

Eight peers of the Committee have been in jail for 27 
months. The Committee works with a legal team to end 
judicial torture for them and their families. From Hon-
duras, citizens are invited to advocate at the Honduran 
embassy: the violation of the rights of those who de-
fend the land should not be allowed. 

Although the community is very united and strong, it is 
difficult to have greater participation for fear of oppres-
sion and imprisonment. But the fight continues, so that 
life-giving natural resources and their defenders are set 
free. Reynaldo and Juana appeal to the international 
community to continue providing support and solidarity 
in defence of nature and ancestral heritage.

3. ROUND TABLE: Voluntary migration? The 
underlying reasons for internal and external 
displacement in Mesoamerica 

Second Conference Day, 17th December



BEATRIZ FELIPE - Academic representative 
of the Centre for Environmental Law Studies 
of Tarragona (CEDAT), URV 

The Centre for Environmental Law Studies of Tarrago-
na, associated with the Rovira i Virgili University (URV), 
carries out training, the sharing of knowledge, coope-
ration and research activities. It also offers a master’s 
degree in environmental law.

The centre collaborates with the CRAC on different 
projects bringing the academic world closer to reality. 
The causes of forced displacement for environmental 
reasons are multiple. Examples are industrial accidents 
such as Chernobyl, which cause such a strong degra-
dation of the environment that it forces the population 
to flee without being able to return; natural phenomena 
such as earthquakes or volcanic eruptions occur fre-
quently in many places; or the impact of the climate 
crisis means that many people from all corners of the 
planet have to involuntarily change their residence due 
to rising sea levels, floods, strong storms, droughts... 
events that are affecting us more than usual.

It would appear that nature is what drives people to 
flee, but there is a strong involvement and responsibility 
of the global north as a result of their exploitation of 
other parts of the planet. According to data from Global 
Witness, men and women face this violence, but it is 
women who, in addition, see their rights violated with 
acts of a patriarchal, physical and sexual nature. 

Climate policies also cast out people from their homes, 
as does the construction of hydroelectric plants, based 
on a dynamic that favours the elite and companies from 
the global north. Land grabbing and plundering that we 
find, for example, in Senegal, where Russian, Asian and 
European companies leave no room for the fishermen’s 
traditional method of subsistence by imposing totally 
unsustainable fishing policies. 

Among the CEDAT projects is the publication of the 
book “The defence of life and the environment: the si-
tuation of environmental defenders”. It is a particularly 
interesting publication because it not only provides a 
bibliographic review but also accompanies defenders 
in Catalonia and the Basque Country to learn from their 
experiences and be able to develop effective protection 
strategies. Working together favours the creation of le-
gal support strategies and the integration of different 
struggles against the criminalisation of journalists and 
defenders. 

CEDAT calls for the suspension of all alleged “develo-
pment projects” whereby there is any type of aggres-
sion against men and women. In addition, they call for 
the supervision of mechanisms that guarantee respect 
for human rights and prior, free and informed consulta-

tion. Furthermore, it demands the incorporation of the 
principles of self-determination and autonomy of indi-
genous peoples and communities over their territories. 
It is insisted that States comply with their obligations, 
investigate and prosecute those who violate human 
and environmental rights, and that the global north co-
llaborate with these struggles, and offer resources and 
protection.

TOMMY MORENO - Honduran journalist who 
suffered  environmental rights violations

Honduras is listed as one of the most dangerous coun-
tries for the defence of human, environmental and terri-
torial rights with high murder rates of defenders, trade 
unionists and journalists, along with Mexico. Currently, 
thirty-eight environmental defenders are under judicial 
proceedings or imprisoned. The Inter-American Com-
mission on Human Rights classifies it as a strategy to 
stop their work, so that companies can grow economi-
cally with these projects linked to politicians and go-
vernments. The State should ensure compliance with 
the rights of citizenship, but unfortunately this is not the 
case. 

It is a very complicated scenario due to the collusion of 
security forces, tax judges and companies with natio-
nal and transnational capital, as well as personnel from 
extractivism companies. The case of the Zazaua river 
community offers an example. The population lived on 
a mountain slope far from the cities, practically invisible 
to the governments. A company came along and pro-
mised to build a school, a health and an employment 
centre, so the entire community signed the consent for 
the construction of a dam. Three years later, the mighty 
Zazaua River is practically dry, with polluted, yellow wa-
ter that brings them disease. 

The Association for Democracy and Human Rights 
collects data to analyse the criminalisation of environ-
ment defenders. Some examples of such cases are the 
five defenders of the Guamilito River in Atlántida who 
were accused of attacking public spaces due to the 
complaint of a businessman; seven environmentalists 
in Francisco Morazán who were protesting against the 
contamination of the Choluteca River were sued by a 
businessman from El Cortijo; two defenders are under 
an injunctive relief for the defence of the territory in Tru-
jillo; peers of Guapinol and the Lenca defenders from 
La Paz were also deprived of their liberty. Socio-envi-
ronmental struggles are under threat. 



From the coup in 2009 to this day, ninety-two journa-
lists have been murdered, workers and social com-
municators have died in this supposedly “democratic 
country”. Generalised violence and the implementation, 
at exaggerated speed, of neoliberal measures have 
centralised power. 

At the beginning of October 2018, a thousand Hondu-
rans began a caravan to the United States with the fal-
se hope of being able to request humanitarian asylum. 
But as was seen, upon arrival at the wall, the reality was 
very different. American civilians organised themselves 
to hunt down migrants. In the past, most were men, but 
since 2020 we see entire families travelling, children 
and adults fleeing from this conglomerate of violence 
and pollution. Due to the policies of the United States 
against the acceptance of immigrants, the Honduran 
government began to implement measures to prevent 
the population from leaving through beatings and the 
use of tear gas by the security forces on the border with 
Guatemala. 

The repression and oppression of rights defenders and 
communicators has driven many people into exile fa-
cing impossible legal proceedings, threats and attacks. 
Tommy Moreno began writing in the media of human 
rights organisations in 2009, after finishing journalism 
classes in the midst of change due to the coup, and 
then he would begin to suffer stigmatisation, even from 
fellow journalists. 

In September 2017, the “respect” for rights could be 
observed at the National Autonomous University of 
Honduras, where students were going to take over the 
space as a form of protest. Security forces intervened. 
Tommy Moreno was there with other defenders when 
heavily armed special security agents locked them up 
in a bus for four hours. The four defenders and eight 
university students watched from inside as they were 
threatened with weapons while the bus was being hit, 
hitched to a crane and moved around with everyone 
inside. The university was completely closed, not even 
the members of the High Commissioner of the United 
Nations could leave. 

They opened the windows of the bus and filled it with 
pepper-spray to affect their eyesight, took them out and 
beat them up, all while making it difficult for them to 
breathe. They were arrested and treated as criminals. 
Having their rights signed at dawn, they were taken to 
court, handcuffed and foot cuffed, where they would 
spend many hours accused of trespassing and attac-
king security. An injunctive relief was decreed although 

the objective was to imprison them as an example to 
the rest. 

After receiving his release letter, Tommy had to leave 
the country and now he has been in Spain for two years 
awaiting a resolution of his application for International 
Protection. And here in Spain, they are not recognised 
as defenders or professionals, but as migrant women 
who have to survive.



DILARA EKMEN - Political advocacy, CRAC

CRAC is working on a comparative report on the viola-
tions of environmental rights and forced displacement 
in Mexico, Colombia and Honduras, a report that will be 
competed upon visiting the territory to learn, verify and 
exchange details with the communities. 

For its realisation, socio-environmental conflicts of high 
vulnerability have been chosen, cases of human rights 
violations, judicial harassment with absolute lack of le-
gal protection, as well as conflicts where Spanish banks 
and companies are responsible. The aim is to carry out 
advocacy work in the country and make an impact on 
the economic framework and movement of resources 
that allow their operation in the affected territories. 

After carrying out a thorough analysis of the historical 
and socio-political framework of Mexico, Honduras, 
and Colombia, common patterns have emerged. The-
se are the relationship between political and economic 
elites, the high rates of impunity and corruption, and 
the lack of protection for human rights defenders and 
indigenous peoples, based on the analysis and sharing 
of specific cases such as the Lenca people, Guapinol, 
Sonora, Calakmul, Meta, Guabire and northern Cauca. 

The reality reveals that these cases cannot be unders-
tood if not for the unjust and predatory neoliberal eco-
nomic system, the colonialist heritage, which perpetua-
tes social inequalities. 

The report also analyses the socio-environmental conflicts 
and the high criminalisation of human rights defenders in 
the three countries and, with a gender perspective, wants 
to make visible the role of women in the defence of terri-
tories and in resistance community struggles. 

The CRAC is also promoting an investigation of for-
ced displacement for environmental reasons in order 
to raise awareness and fight to stop its causes. It uses 
research, gives visibility to community struggles and hi-
ghlights the effects of carrying out defence work. It also 
aims to foster the action of national and international 
institutions to put an end to practices that violate rights, 
promoting the mobilisation and meeting of entities and 
organisations with the aim of creating peer and interna-
tional work links. 

It is important to bear in mind that many forced displa-
cements are classified as “economic”. This is so des-
pite the strong influence that environmental violations 
have on affecting the social and cultural rights of the 
original communities, who not only lose resources, te-
rritory and natural wealth, but also part of their identity.

BEATRIZ FELIPE - CEDAT

Alliances between Spanish organisations and organisa-
tions from other parts of the world are essential. CEDAT 
offers an academic and scientific vision, and the acade-
mic world has to be involved in the problems of contem-
porary society. 

EUNICE ELENES - Taula per Mèxic

Taula per Mèxic has focused on the country´s problems 
and together with their counterparts on the ground, they 
have verified that a large portion of the forced displa-
cements are attributable to situations of violence. The 
control of territory is an underlying cause in a country 
full of environmental conflicts, especially in relation to 
water and all kinds of extractivism and megaprojects. 

Being able to count on the investigation that CRAC is 
putting together is essential to share and bring together 
the knowledge that helps evidence the reality, given 
that there is no real data on the displacements, disa-
ppearances and murders that have occurred in Mexico.

2. Violations of Environmental Rights and For-
ced Displacement in Colombia, Honduras and 
Mexico: PRESENTATION OF THE OBSERVA-
TIONS ON ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS 



TOMMY MORENO - Honduran journalist

The creation of common spaces is very important since 
the context of Mexico, Colombia and Honduras is very 
similar. The governments have close links to drug tra-
fficking, and they experience similar problems. It will be 
important to apply the gender perspective due to the 
huge involvement of women in the struggle. 

PAULA SANTOS - Diverse Migrant Women

Diverse Migrant Women is a feminist organisation that 
supports the LGTBIQ+ collective, anti-patriarchal, an-
ti-racist and anti-capitalist views with the aim of em-
powering through the sharing of migratory projects and 
condemning human rights violations and cross-cutting 
inequalities. Political will and human conscience must 
be part of the struggle towards a social transformation 
that puts life and Mother Earth at the centre. These 
must be respected in order to leave a fairer and heal-
thier world.  

The organisation condemns the difficult situation in 
which women find themselves when arriving in the 
country that has to give them refuge. Labour rights are 
lacking in the home and care sector, and access to 
housing is complicated due to high rents, made impos-
sible by an immigration law that makes migrants invisi-
ble and whose rights are once again violated. 

We are all part of and responsible for the economic 
cycle and everything possible must be done from our 
positions with the objective of change.



With the support of:


